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450 representatives from cities and regions, connected online from everywhere in 
Europe and beyond, joined the Covenant of Mayors  Europe Ceremony on 7 October 
2021.  

CM IZM _Q\VM[[QVO \PM UWZM IVL UWZM ^Q[QJTM IVL
dramatic signs of climate change, and it is time to act .  

These words from  David Sassoli, President of the European Parliament , opened the 
2021 Covenant of Mayors Ceremony , held online for the very first time,  on 7 October.   

David Sassoli  declared that   

"the European Parliament is determined to work towards a climate -neutral society by 
2050 at the latest and is fully committed to transform the Union into a society that is 
healthier, sustainable, fair, just and prosperous for all ", 

 and that  

"It is crucial that EU institutions, Members of the  European Parliament, national 
governments and local politicians join forces, as we have been doing in the hardest 
moments of the pandemic, to make sure that the energy and climate transition will leave 
no one behind and improve the quality of life of all European citizens, creating new 
opportunities and improving social cohesion.ɉ 
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Covenant of Mayors - Europe Ceremony - Official Satellite Events  

 

 

ENGAGE  
The Executive Vice President of the European Green Deal, Frans Timmermans,  joined a 
panel with the  Mayor of Grenoble Eric Piolle , Deputy Mayor of Stockholm Katarina Luhr , 
and Andras Huszar, Ambassador of the EU Climate Pact, to discuss how to engage with 
all actors at the local level for climate neutrality, and how the European Commission can 
support cities in this path .  

Mayor  Eric  Piolle  shared the many ways in which the city is strengthening its local climate 
pact dynamics, which have been key to winnin g the title of European Green Capital in 
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2022, and stressed how the Covenant offers so many occasions to meet with  actors in 
the territory and with  other local leaders, share what works and mutually inspire each 
other . An example is the Scientific Council for the Transition, set up with 37 researchers 
from the city.  And exactly because we need everyone to be part of the transition, Mayor 
Piolle launched a proposal for a European scheme of support directed at workers 
currently employed in a number of sectors  that will be phased out in 10 or 20 years.  

Katarina Luhr  [PIZML \PM M`IUXTM WN \PM ?\WKSPWTU /TQUI\M <IK\ IVL \PM 1TMK\ZQNQKI\QWV
<IK\ [XMKQNQKITTa NWK][ML WV ZML]KQVO MUQ[[QWV[ NZWU \ZIV[XWZ\ IVL [\Ia _Q\PQV \PM KQ\a [
climate budget, in cooperation w ith the private sector. This will make it possible to speed 
]X \PM M`XIV[QWV WN \PM KQ\a [ KPIZOQVO QVNZI[\Z]K\]ZM IVL Ja LWQVO [W [\QU]TI\M \PM ][M
of electric vehicles. The Deputy Mayor called on the European Commission  to continue 
mobilising resources for technical assistance and  capacity building in cities to tackle the 
emissions from transport, as well as other related climate issues.  

Andras Huszár , cofounder of the Green Policy Center in Hungary, stressed how crucial 
it is to have long -term and clear targets to orient the market and the private sector to be 
an active part in the transition.  

Responding to speakers,  Frans Timmermans  called to cities and Ambassa dors of the EU 
Climate Pact to  working together , in order  to raise awareness and show citizens and local 
stakeholders how everyone can contribute to the climate transition . Cities are 
trailblazers, they can demonstrate to their citizens that climate neutra lity is achievable, 
and what are the costs of doing nothing, which is immensely bigger than the cost of the 
transition. The Executive Vice President also announced the launch of a Policy Support 
Facility for European cities to move from planning to impleme ntation of climate 
adaptation  (see below more information regarding the networking session dedicated to 
the Facility) . 
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COMMIT  

Many Covenant signatories  have already endorsed  the Covenant 2050 climate neutrality 
vision , and many others are working to reach this ambitious objective even before!  

 

  
 

 
This was the topic of the second panel discussion, where  Anna Kaisa Ikonen, Mayor of 
Tampere,  Zdenek Hrib, Mayor of Prague, and  Tanya Hristova, Mayor of Gabrovo , 
shared views on the importance of putting in place a roadmap with milestones, a clear 
path for the whole city to follow, but also how  important it is to have a supporting 
legislative and financial framework from the other levels of government. Cities cannot 
do it alon e.  
 
Finland aims to be climate neutral by 2035, and to achieve this objective it is mobilising 
important investments to the energy and climate transition. According to Mayor Ikonen  
\PM VMML NWZ KPIVOM Q[ UI[[Q^M IVL QV WZLMZ VW\ \W TMI^M IVaJWLa JMPQVL _M VMML \W

make sure that the transition is done in the most just and most inclusive way possible. 
Tampere is adopting a new and ever more ambitious climate plan next month, to make 
the city  climate neutral in 2030.  

In 2019, Prague adopted the Climate Pledge to reduce reach carbon neutrality by 2050. 
The city is investing in becoming more self sufficient and produce local renewable 
energy , and established the Society for Sustainable Energy, a municipal organisation 
which will install  photovoltaic  panels  on up to 20.000 buildings before 2030, starting with 
public buildings.  CPMV \PM IUJQ\QWV LWM[V \ UI\KP VI\QWVIT XWTQKQM[ PW_M^MZ Q\ Q[
essential that cities join forces beyond borde rs. This is why  Mayor Hrib , together with 
the  other  mayors from the V isegrad4  capitals , decided to  launch the  Pact of Free Cities , 

https://www.eumayors.eu/about/covenant-initiative/objectives-and-scope.html
https://www.eumayors.eu/about/covenant-initiative/objectives-and-scope.html

